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Title
Community Boards 2013, Generalised, 12 Mile
Description
Note: Local boards fall within the community board classification. Please refer below for more detail.
This dataset is the definitive set of Community Board boundaries for 2013 as defined by the territorial
authorities and Local Government Commission but maintained by Statistics New Zealand, who is the
custodian.
Community Boards are set up under the Local Government Act 2002 and Local Electoral Act 2001. Their
purpose is to administer the affairs of communities with populations not less than 1,500 within rural,
urban or metropolitan districts of a territorial authority. A community board’s functions, powers and duties
are delegated at the discretion of its parent territorial authority and these may differ from community
board to community board. Community boards and their boundaries are reviewed in the year immediately
preceding the triennial local government elections.
Community Boards are numbered based on their corresponding territorial authority. Each community
board has a unique five digit number. The first three digits refer to the territorial authority that the
community board lies within. The following two digits are sequential, and represent the number of
community boards within the territorial authority. For example, Tararua District (041) has two community
boards numbered 04101 and 04102. The rest of the district is not represented by a community board and
is coded 04199 (Area Outside Community).
Some territorial authorities do not have community boards and if they do, the community boards do not
necessarily cover the whole territorial authority area.
Local boards also fall within the community board classification. Local boards were introduced as part of
the new local government arrangements for Auckland in 2010. Local boards share governance with a
council’s governing body and each has complementary responsibilities, guaranteed by legislation. Local
boards can propose bylaws and they gather community views on local and regional matters. Local
legislation enacted in 2012 allows for the establishment of locals boards in areas of new unitary
authorities which are predominantly urban and have a population of more than 400,000. The boundaries
of local boards cannot be abolished or changed except through a reorganisation process.
As at 1stJuly 2007, Digital Boundary data became freely available.
Source
Community Boards are based on the meshblock pattern. For a change to community board boundaries to
occur outside a review period, a special consideration must be granted by Statistics New Zealand. Nonalignment of meshblock and cadastral boundaries are one of a number of reasons for meshblock boundary
adjustments. Other reasons include requests from local authorities, Local Government Commission,
Electoral Representation Commission and to make Census of Population and Dwellings enumeration
processes easier. From the meshblock pattern, higher geographies, including the 2013 community board
pattern were dissolved using the generalise tool in the Arc GIS suite.
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